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the During the last week in October 1948, General Kurasov summoned USIA officials 
to a Hotel Imperial conference and announced that all USIA enterrrises were 
removed from the control of the Soviet Forsim Ministry and rlaced under the 
direct authority of the Soviet high cormand in Austria QB Soment: Pre- 25X1A 
vious information indicated that USTA was not responsible to the military 
authority in Austria, but directly under the Soviet Central Adninistration 
for German Properties in Occupied Areas, which is subordinate to the CGosplan 
in Moscow.) 


Be Kurasov ordered the dismissal of several Austrian officials of USTA, inclind~ 
ine irnst Fellinger of the Licht I,dustry Section. 


3. The reagon for the change vas presumably not stated by Kurasov., Source be- 
jieves it is the result of USIA efforts to evade financial recvlations of 
the Sovint Military Sank, These were broushtte lisht in the recent scandal 
involving USIA's larse-scile sale of oi} to the Vienna municipality through 
an Austrian middleman vithout depositing the proceeds in the Soviet iilitary 
Bank. 
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